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BESCRIPTION

J.W.S . (Che'ck bne)
[J Excellent 7] Good (X} Fair {7] Detetiorated ] Ruins [J Unexposed

CONDITION
) (Check One) (Check One)

[ Altered (J Unaltered K] Moved {1 Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if knOWn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

THE ORIGINAL APPEARANGE 1S DESCRIBED IN THE ST, JoserH COUNTY Forum,
SePT. 29, 1855, s00N AFTER coMPLETION OF THE BUILDING, HERE 1S A CoN-
DENSATION OF THAT DESCRIPTION.,

trREAMY (LEMONT STONE)., MATERIALS:STONE FOUNDATION,STEPS,PORTICO FLOORS
WALLS OF BUSH=~HAMMERED ATHENS ASHLAR STONE ANCHORED TO B=ICK BAEKING
18 INSTHICK;PORTICO COLUMNS BRICK,CEMENT COATED;TIN RQOF PAINTED We
LEAD; PINE WOODWORK WITH PARTS OF CUPALO,% CORNICE, TINCOVERED, STYL-
1STIC DETAILSIWALLS HavE 18 STONE PILASTERS. 6 PORTICO COLUMNS 3 FT,3

FTeHIGH, FourR 42-FT,.BUSH HAMMERED STONE STEPS AT FRONT; 12-FT.STEPS AT
REAR, CORNICE ON- ALL SIDES oF BLDG, PEDIMENT AT EACH END, WwiTH TYMPAN-

FT+ BACK FROM FRONT OF PORTICO, IS IN 53 SECTIONS,EACH AN OCTAGON. RasE
SECTION 20 FT. IN DIAL; FINISHED wiTH HEAVY PILASTERS ON CORNERS, CORN-—
ICE] 2NDyBELL SECTION HAS HEAVY BIMINISHING TRUSS PILASTERS GON CORNERS
SLAT BLINDS,CIRCLE HEADS,CIRCLE LABEL CAPS,O0RNAMENTAL WREATH CORNICE;
3RD, CLOTK SECTION HAS CORNICE WITH ORNAMENTAL MODILL|ON TRUssEs, 4
CLOCK DIALS, CORNICE, 5LOCKING COURSES, DOME 8 FT IN D1a. aT BASE,
Lreurnime rop. (A SLIGHTLY LATER PICTURE SHOws 6 CHIMNEYS,3 ON EA. SIDE
INTERIOR PLAN:T3=FooT WIDE LOBBY, THEN CENTRAL HALL GOING LENGTH oF

FROM LOBBY TO 2ND FLOOR LOBBY 13 FT, WIDE. LIGHTED By LARGE WINDOW.
CourT RooOM 52181 57', JUDGE'S BENCH OPPOSITE ENTRANCE FRCM HQBBY.
BEHIND COURT ROOM 2 sipE ROOMS FOR JURORS, CENTRAL WITNESS ROOM.

THE BUILDING WAS TURNED AROUND AND MOVED TO THE LCT NEARLY BEHIND IT
oN LAFAYETTE ST, N 1896 ,WHEN A LARGER COURTHOUSE HAD BEEN DECIDED ON.

ONLY THE FOLLOWING: A HIGHER BRIGK FOUNDATION ON THE NEW SITE,WITH
STEEPER SET OF STERSSAND NEW PORWECO FLOOR COVERING; REAR ENTRANCE
CHANGED TO A LARGE WINDOW] REPLACEMENT OF ORIGINAL ROOF; REMOVAL OF
CHIMNEYS; REPLACEMENT OF FRONT DOORS. WORK HOW PROGRESSING ON COUNTY-
CITY comPLEX (OF wHIGH oOLD COURTHOUSE IS A PART)WILL COVER THE BRIGK
BASEMENT WALLS WITH GONCRETE TERRACING, PUT STEPS AGAIN AT FRONT OF
PorRTICO (FucLL LENGTH)., CARE witLL BE TAKEN IN REPAINTING OF WOOGDWORK TO
CHANGE FROM WHITE 'TO ORIGINAL COLOR. EXTER|OR WOODWORK, PILLARS AND
ROOF BADLY NEED REPAIR & APPLICATICN FOR FUNDS FOR THIS IS BEING MaDE,
INTERIOR CHANGES ARE--MORE_NUME -0US. [N 1873 oNE FrRONT STAIRWAY WAS RE-
MOVED TO MAKE OFFICE SPACE, THE COURT ROOM WAS CONSIDERABLY NARROVED &

PARTITIONS WERE REMOVED & SIX STEEL PILLARS INSTALLED., MUCH INTERIOR
WOODWORK DETAIL REMAINS EEPECIALLY ON SECOND FLOOR. IN THE 1930's a
REAR STAIRWAY AND HALLWAY WERE CREATED, THE STAIRWAY BEING TAKEN FROM
A PIONEER RESIDENCE, NOWw THE LARGE FIRST FLOOR ROOM, THE COURT ROOM
AND ONE OF THE JURY R'OMS ARE MUSEUM DISPLAY AREAS; THE SECOND JURY
ROOM 1S A LIBRARY, THE BASEMENT 1S USED FOR MUSEUM STORAGE, WORK AREA,

M" M.

LocaTion: TorNER Marn & WASHINGTON STS, FACING E£AST oNn Main., ExXTERIOR
3 LilERIOCY
DiMensions: 61 v, wteg, 93 r1. woneg (iNcLUDING 12-FT.PorTICO), 100 FT
— " >TONS: DL FT, wt To HON
HiGH (incLuping 12% Fr.rifsT sTory, 20} seconp, ATTIC & CUPALO).COLOR:

INe AT BASE TAPER TO 2 FT.8 1N. AT TOPJATTIC BASED, EACH W, 16 SgmMi-£Ld
LYPTICAL FLUTES,CAPITALS FINISHED WITH PLAIN WATER—LEAF FOLIAGE,SACH 37

— -~ e
UM CEILED WwITH NARRO W PINE,PUT TOGETHER W, WHITELLEAD, C»UV’QLVO-v sTANDS 03

BLDG, 5 OFFICES ON EACH SIDE, EACH ABOUT 22 x 24, Twin svtarlrwavs ascend

LitTLe BASIC ALTERATION HAS TAKEN PLACE ON THE OUTSIDE oOF THE BUILDING,

ITS AX1S CHANGED TO NORTH=SOUTH, AND JURY=JUDGE R00MS ENLARGED, IN 1004
WHEN THE BUILDING WAS READIED FOR MUSEUM USE THE DOWNSTAIRS OFFICE~HALL

e s v s e a3 e
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Abor iginal {ﬁ Education N Politicol {3 Urban. Plan"'"g
[ Prehistoric "} Engineering [ Religion/Phi.

" [ Historic 7] Industry losophy

[] Agriculture [3 tavention ) [ Science

X Architecture ] Londscape i () Sculpture

[ Art Architecture A Social/Human-

.[] Commerce [ Literature itarion

[} Communications [)j Military [ Theoter

[J Conservation [ Music [0 Transportation

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE _
THE PLAN AND DESIGN OF THE 2nN0 ST. JoOseErH COUNTY COUR 17U“E WAS SUP~

pLiED 1N 1853 sy Joun M. Van CspeL, CHICAGO'S FIRST ARCHITECT. IT s i
MANY RESPECTS SIMILAR T0 THE SECOND COOK COUNTY, |LL. COURTHOUSE DESIGNES
By nim in 1851,

THE COURTHCUSE IS IN THE GREEK REVIVAL STYLE. THE CENTRAL MASS OF TH
BUILDING 1S STRAIGHTFORWARD AMD CLASSICAL IN ITS PROPORTIONS. Consio-
ERABLE LATITUDE OF DESIGN IS EXPRESSED IN THE DETAILS AND TRIM, AND IN
THE PO 1CO COLUMNS AND ENTABLATURE, WHICH ARE THINNER AND LIGHTER IN
CHARACTER, MORE IN THE GCLASSICAL ROMAN TRADITION. THE SI1X FLUTED TWO
STORY COLUMNS ARE PAIRED AND CENTERED; THE CAPITALS ARE OF A MODIFIED
CORINTHIAN ORDER, THE LEAVES OF WHICH ARE LIKENED LOCALLY TO LEAVES OF
CORN. THE COLUMNS ARE BRICK, FINISHED WITH CEMENT. THE WOODEN CUPOLA 5
WELL PROPORTIONED,WITH AN AGREEABLE ARRANGEMENT OF FRIEZES,CORNICE® AN
voruTes(oGEE cuavss) THE PLAN, THCUGH NOW ALTERED, WAS TYPICAL OF THIS
TYPE OF COURTHOUSE. CONSTRUCTION OF BRICK BEARING WALLS, FACED WITH
WATHENI AN_ MARBLE"™(LEMONT LIMESTONE),WITH TIMBER FLOORS, INTERIOR WALLS,
AND TRIM, WAS TYPICAL OF THE IMPORTANT STRUCTURES BSUILT BOTH IN SCUTH
SEND AND CHICAGO BEFORE THE FIRE

THE OLD COURTHOUSE IS PROBABLY THE OLDEST BUILDING IN THE DOWNTOWN
AREA OF SouTH BeND,AND 1S CERTAINLY ONE OF THE CITY'S FEW REMAINING
GREEX REVIVAL BUILDINGS. IT 1S ONE OF SI1X CLASSICAL COURTHOUSES REMAIN
ING IN INCtANA. IT REPRESENTS AN INDIVIDUALISTIC APPROACH TO THE GCLAS~
SICAL REVIVAL STYLE, AND IS AN IMPRESSIVE AND STATELY BUILDING. THE
FACT THAT 1T wAS MOVED OVER AND TURNED AROUND ON ITS OWN BLOCK DOES NOT
DETRACT FROM ITS SIGNIF)ICANCE AS A LANDMARK PIECE OF ARCHITEGCTURE [N
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SoUTH BEND.,

IT wAS BUILT WITH PRIDE AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS, WHICH IN FACT EXCEED+
ED 1TS CAPACITY, AND WAS FROM THE TIME IT WAS BUILT UNTIL IT WAS MOVED
IN 1896, THE CENTER OF INTENSE POLITICAL ACTIVITYs |T was A comMUNITY
GATHERING PLACE AND A POLITICAL PLATFORM, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CIVIL
WAR AND THE ASCENDING CAREER OF SCHUYLER CoLFAX, THE SOUTH BEND NEwWS=
PAPER EDITOR wHO BECAME VICE PRESIDENT unNDER U. S. GRANTe IN ITS ASSO-
CIATION WITH THE PRE=CIVIL WAR AND Civi WAR PERIODS AND ALL THAT CAME
TO PASS WITHIN THEM, IT BECAME A SYMBOL OF HISTORY TO THE PEOPLE OF THE
AREAs THIS SYMBOLISM WAS REINFORBED BY LATER USE OF THE BUILDING AS
Ge A. R. HEADQUARTERS AND HISTORICAL MUSEUM, AND WAS TESTED SEVERAL
TIMES WHEN PLANS WERE AFOOT TO CHANGE,MOVE OR DESTROY THE B8LDGe MNOw
THAT THE DOWNTOWN AREA 1S BEING MODERNIZED & ENLARGED, THE BLOG. REMAINS
A UNIQUE LINKy A REAL & VISIBLE ONE, WITH SOUTH BEND'S EARLY HISTORY.,
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NORTHERN

IND1ANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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SouTH BEeND

STATE CODE

INDIANA

TIONAL: REGISTER: VERIEICATION .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
tevel of significance of this nomination is:

National State

Loca Q
Name /i ‘ /E &/W

The recommended

Date

: i ! -
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

(ﬁou; 7L d 7/ /14

G lly

SEP 4 ¥

Date.

ATTEST:

ZéziCZdez ;7/<Zﬁoé

Keeper of TVIe attonal Reg s.ter/

Date :

Chief, O[[tce of Archeology and Historic Preserviition [~
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